CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Balancing Freedom of Expression with Public Safety in a Digital 

Age: Audiovisual Presentation 

Other known title(s): 

Content Regulation in a Converged World, OFLC Submission Part 

2 

OFLC ref: 

1500733.000 

Medium: 

Computer Moving Image File 

Editor: 

Chief Censor 

Country of origin: 

New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except in the possession of Ministers of the Crown, 
staff of Ministers of the Crown, and staff of Government 
departments or Government organisations engaged in work or 
research for the Ministry of Culture and Heritage's Convergence and 
Content Consultation as part of the New Zealand Government 
Convergence Programme 


Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: Graphic violence, sexual violence and offensive language 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 13 October 2015 


Date of direction to No direction to issue a label has been issued 

issue a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 13 October 2015 



Components 

Running time 

Timed component(s): 

Balancing Freedom of Expression with 

Public Safety in a Digital Age: Audiovisual 
Presentation 

25:03 




Total running time: 


25:03 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor created this PowerPoint presentation for a specific policy purpose. It is a 
slideshow presentation featuring clips of extreme content, with limited context which have been 
classified by the Office of Film and Literature Classification in support of its submission to the 
Ministry of Culture and Heritage’s Convergence and Content Consultation as part of The New 
Zealand Government Convergence Programme. It is to be used to inform a select group of key 
stakeholders as part of the development of content regulation policy in New Zealand. 

In accordance with the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 where a 
publication is likely to cause injury to the public good its availability must be restricted. This 
publication features extreme commercial entertainment content, extracted from other 
publications, some of which carry the classification of‘Objectionable’ in New Zealand. The 
publication is likely to be highly shocking and disturbing to viewers in a way that causes harm, 
prompting the need for a restriction. The publication is therefore restricted to those groups of 
persons specified in the classification and for its intended purpose only. The narrow terms of this 
classification greatly limits the scope of its availability, to the professional context in which the 
publication will be used. Given the narrow availability and in the light of the publication’s 
purpose, this classification does not encroach on the right to freedom of expression contained in 
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 in such a way that is unreasonable or unjustifiable. 




